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Dorothy Hodges                                             July 2 

Shawn McPherson                                         July 5 

Mandy Buchanan                                          July 11 

Judy South                                                    July 13 

Kelly Paul                                                      July 13 

Sarah Hogue                                                 July 15 

McRee Houchens                                         July 23 

Shelby McPherson                                        July 29 

Norma Garmon                                             July 31 

Eat and celebrate  with us on Wednesday, 

July 4th from 5:00 to 9:00 

We would like to welcome Lenora Tody 

Steenbergen to Highland Ridge 

We would appreciate parking in 

parking spaces and not blocking 

the covered pull under. It is for 

dropping off and picking up and 

emergency use only. Thank You !! 

We have fresh fruit cups and 

sandwiches in the fridge and 

Chef salads available for 

lunch 
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Our spotlight is on Geneane McGuire. Her parents 

were Ed and Annie Pearl Palmore. She had 1 brother 

and he is deceased. Jeanene was born in Oklaho-

ma . She went to Glasgow High School and married 

Leon McGuire who is deceased. She retired from 

G.E. in Scottsville. Leon and Jeanene has 2 boys,3 

grandchildren and 7 great grandkids. She attends 

church in Horse Cave. Her hobbies are eating out 

and shopping. She likes all the people at Highland 

Ridge . 

Resident Spotlight on Resident 

Our spotlight is on Violet Lewis. She is the daughter 

of Mary and Allen Hogan. She had 4 sisters and 6 

brothers. She went to school at Rocky Hill and Park 

City. She married Jay Lewis from Ohio, he was in 

the Air Force. Her jobs included working in dining 

room at Mammoth Cave, worked in Officers Club 

and supper club. They had 4 boys and several 

grandkids and great grandkids. They lived in Hawaii 

for 4 years and traveled to most of the states. She 

attends Park City Baptist Church. She likes all the 

people at Highland Ridge and how nice and clean it 

is. It seems like home !! 
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The Story of the Fourth of July 
The Declaration of Independence 

We celebrate American Independence Day on the Fourth of July every year. We think of July 4, 1776, as a day that represents 
the Declaration of Independence and the birth of the United States of America as an independent nation. 

But July 4, 1776 wasn't the day that the Continental Congress decided to declare independence (they did that on July 2, 1776). 

It wasnôt the day we started the American Revolution either (that had happened back in April 1775). 

And it wasn't the day Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft of the Declaration of Independence (that was in June 1776). Or the date on 
which the Declaration was delivered to Great Britain (that didn't happen until November 1776). Or the date it was signed (that was Au-
gust 2, 1776). 

 
So what did happen on July 4, 1776? 

The Continental Congress approved the final wording of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. They'd been working on it 
for a couple of days after the draft was submitted on July 2nd and finally agreed on all of the edits and changes. 

July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the Declaration of Independence, and the fancy handwritten copy that was signed in 
August (the copy now displayed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.) Itôs also the date that was printed on the Dunlap Broad-
sides, the original printed copies of the Declaration that were circulated throughout the new nation. So when people thought of the 
Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 was the date they remembered. 

In contrast, we celebrate Constitution Day on September 17th of each year, the anniversary of the date the Constitution was signed, not 
the anniversary of the date it was approved. If weôd followed this same approach for the Declaration of Independence weôd being cele-
brating Independence Day on August 2nd of each year, the day the Declaration of Independence was signed! 

 
How did the Fourth of July become a national holiday? 

For the first 15 or 20 years after the Declaration was written, people didnôt celebrate it much on any date. It was too new and too much 
else was happening in the young nation. By the 1790s, a time of bitter partisan conflicts, the Declaration had become controversial. 
One party, the Democratic-Republicans, admired Jefferson and the Declaration. But the other party, the Federalists, thought the Dec-
laration was too French and too anti-British, which went against their current policies. 

By 1817, John Adams complained in a letter that America seemed uninterested in its past. But that would soon change. 

After the War of 1812, the Federalist party began to come apart and the new parties of the 1820s and 1830s all considered themselves 
inheritors of Jefferson and the Democratic-Republicans. Printed copies of the Declaration began to circulate again, all with the date 
July 4, 1776, listed at the top. The deaths of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams on July 4, 1826, may even have helped to promote the 
idea of July 4 as an important date to be celebrated. 

Celebrations of the Fourth of July became more common as the years went on and in 1870, almost a hundred years after the Declara-
tion was written, Congress first declared July 4 to be a national holiday as part of a bill to officially recognize several holidays, including 
Christmas. Further legislation about national holidays, including July 4, was passed in 1939 and 1941. 
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Making Bracelets with Sherry Wheeler 


